
LESSON SIX 
WORKING IT OUT (and shining like stars) 

Phil. 2:12-16 
 

Does the Atonement make any difference in your life? Does it have any effect on what you do at 
school or work? Are the blessings of the atonement evident in your life? Are they evident in our 
lives corporately? 
 
ONLY (not occasionally – not this is one option of many) – JUST ONE THING 
WORTHY OF THE GOSPEL 
LIVE OUT YOUR CITIZENSHIP 

 Live it out together 
o Standing firm 
o Contending side by side 

 
There will be/are external threats 

 God has “graced” you with this opportunity to suffer for Him 
 
There will be/are internal threats 

 Same mind - Same love - Same spirit 

 THINK ONE THING 
o Humility 
o Looking to the interests of others 

 
The Supreme example – Jesus – You have the same mindset (v. 5) – “therefore” (v. 12) 
 

I. THE CALL FOR OBEDIENCE (12-13) 
a. Humble obedience is the key to corporate unity for the sake of the Gospel 
b. Fee: Faith in Christ is ultimately expressed as obedience to Christ, not in the sense of 

following the rules, but of coming totally under His lordship, of being devoted 
completely to Him. 

c. Obey 
i. It’s what Jesus did 
ii. It’s what you’ve done 
iii. It’s what God is empowering you to do 
iv. What it looks like is 14-16 (trusting God and sharing the Gospel) 

d. Our Model: Jesus – “therefore” 
i. His obedience was all the way to the point of death (and a shameful one at 

that) 
ii. At what point is our obedience?????  
iii. So Paul is saying – Here is your example – Here is the best illustration I can 

give you of what I’m calling you to – Here is what I should see in you 
iv. “Therefore” if the Gospel is going to advance – “Therefore if you guys are 

going to be unified – “Therefore” if you are going to shine like stars – then 
“Therefore” the humble obedience of Christ is to be evident in your life 

e. Our Manner: continuing 
i. Obedience was not new for the Philippians - 2 Cor. 8:1-5 
ii. Paul is saying you guys KEEP OBEYING – keep pursuing humble obedience 

– it’s what has characterized you up to this point - And do it with or without me 
being there 



iii. APPLICATION: Are we characterized as a congregation that is continually 
obedient? Is ongoing obedience our habit or corporate manner? 

f. Our Mandate: Work out our salvation 
i. The grace life is not the sit back and do nothing life 
ii. How do we work it out together? 

1. Heb 3 – every day remind each other of the deceitfulness of sin 
2. Heb 10 – spur one another on to love and good deeds 
3. Gal. 6 – restoring one another and bearing each other’s burdens 

iii. How long?  Keep on continually making the effort to work out your salvation 
iv. Our true salvation will occur at the Day of Christ 

g. Our Means: God’s energizing 
i. energon – to work effectually and productively, to put forth power. The word 

describes the energy and the effective power of God Himself in action. 
ii. Any good that we as believers accomplish is the result of God’s work in us.  
iii. Our desires 

1. His indwelling Spirit has reshaped our wills so that they may decide to 
do what he commands, and his Spirit has given us the energy and 
ingenuity to accomplish God’s “good purpose.” [Thielman]  

iv. Our doing 
1. Eph. 3:20; Col. 1:11 
2. Pause and take it in – GOD IS WORKING IN US 

v. His purpose: His good pleasure (why He empowers us) 
1. God does this for His people precisely because it pleases Him to do so 
2. All that God does He does for His pleasure; but since God is wholly 

good, His doing what pleases Him is not impulsive but what is wholly 
good for those He loves. 

3. It delights God to delight His people. 
 

Application: When it comes to obedience we are either without excuse or we are without Christ for 
if we have Christ we have no excuse for our disobedience.  
 

II. THE VALUE OF OBEDIENCE (14-16) 
a. Learn from the past: Israel dropped the ball (14) 

i. Exodus 15 and 16; Numbers 14 - Here Paul is saying don’t do what they did 
ii. Application:  

1. Are we complaining against God? 
2. Are we upset about the situation He has led us to? 
3. Are we upset that because of the Gospel “suffering” has been graced to 

us? 
4. Are we complaining because other people are getting “better” Kingdom 

roles? 
b. Let the nations see “Who’s Your Daddy!” (15) 

i. Deut. 32:4-5 – Do what Israel did not do 
ii. Where? 

1. In the midst of 
2. Among whom 

iii. Isaiah 42:6-7; 49:6  
c. Shining = Sharing (15-16a) 

i. Word of life = Gospel 
ii. Daniel 12:3 – The Gospel Advancing through evangelism in Philippi 



d. The True Day of Salvation (16b) 
 
Application: As we are unified in obedience the Gospel will advance in us and through us and it will 
be revealed on the Day of Christ that we lived out our citizenship! 
 


